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Crime Trends 


TFT Fe 
2011 CRIME CLOCK STATISTICS 


One Murder every 36.0 minutes 
One Forcible Rape every 6.3 minutes 
One Robbery every 1.5 minutes 
One Aggravated Assault every 42.0 seconds 


One Burglary every 14.4 seconds 
One Larceny-theft every 5.1 seconds 
One Motor Vehicle Theft every 44.1 seconds 


wn- -to- law-enforcement/crime-clock 


Mean 


Myth v. fact 1: Violent nonfatal crime rate 
over time 1993-2010 


— Total Violent Crime Rate per 1,000 
- - - Total Serious Violent Crime Rate per 1,000 1. Definition 1: Violent 
nonfatal crime 
includes rape and 
sexual assaults, 
robbery, aggravated 
assaults, and simple 
assaults 
2. Definition 2: Serious 
nonfatal violent 
crime as above but 
excludes simple 
assaults 


Note: peak in 1990s and 
declining trend ever since 
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Crime Trends 


* Contemporary Trends 
— Crime rates are declining from peak in 1991 
— Violent crimes and thefts have declined 
* Trends in Victimization 
— Decrease in victimization across all age groups 
— Significant decrease among teenagers 
* What the Future Holds 
— Increase in numbers of elementary school aged children 


— Could indicate a future increase in crime as children reach 
teenage and young adult age 


Myth v. fact 2? 


* US has the highest homicide rate among 
developed countries. 


US crime in international context: 


Assault deaths across OECD countries 1960-2010 


Assault Deaths per 100k population 


OECD includes 34 
countries (developed 
and developing) 
committed to 

country democracy and market 

1. economy: Western 
European, some Eastern 
European, NZ, Australia, 
Japan, Mexico, Chile, 
Canada, Turkey, etc 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs 


/wonkblog/wp/2012/07/23/six-facts-a 
bout-guns-violence-and-gun-control/ 


international context 
Murder across countries 2004 
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Figure 1.4 Murder Rates per 100,000 by Country, 2004 
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Class Discussion 1 


° Why do you think the U.S. has a higher murder 
rate than other Western and Eastern 
European countries (E.g. England, Poland, 
Germany, Scotland etc?) 


Class Discussion 2 


* What explains the declining trend in crime 
since the early 1990s? 


Crime Trends 


* Explaining Trends in Crime Rates 
— Age structure 
— Immigration 
— Economy/Jobs 
— Abortion 
— Gun availability 
— Gang membership 
— Drug use 
— Media 
— Aggressive law enforcement 
— |ncarceration 
— Cultural change 


Guns at Home 


Rates of gun ownership have 
declined in American households 
in the past four decades. 


-60% gun ownership 
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Source: 
General Social Survey THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Reasons for the 
declining trend 


* Increased imprisonment 

* |ncrease in surveillance 

* Proactive policing 
(community oriented) 

* Demographics (fewer 
young men) 

* Safety net programs like 
unemployment benefits 

* Decrease in drug use 


* Decreases in gun 
ownership 


http://www.nytimes.com/ 
2013/03/10/us/rate-of-gun- 
ownership-is-down-survey- 
shows.html?hpw&_r=1& 


Crime Patterns 


* Use of Firearms 
— According to the NCVS firearms are typically 
involved in 

* 20 percent of robberies 
* 10 percent of assaults 
* 5 percent of rapes 

— Two-thirds of murders 
* On-going debate about gun control 


What Criminologists Do 


Understanding and Describing Criminal 
Behavior 

— Victim-precipitated homicide 

— White collar crime 

— Mental illness 

— Terrorist characteristics 

— History of abuse 


What Criminologists Do 


* Developing Theories of Crime Causation 
— Psychological 
— Biological 
— Sociological 
— Integrated 


Perspectives on what causes crime 


CONCEPT SUMMARY 1.2 Criminological Perspectives 


The major perspectives of criminology focus on individual factors (biological, psychological, 
and choice theories), social factors (structural and process theories), political and economic 
factors (conflict theory), and multiple factors (developmental theory). 


Classical/choice 
perspective 


Biological/psychological 


perspective 


Structural perspective 


Process perspective 


Conflict perspective 


Developmental perspective 


Situational forces. Crime is a function of free will and 
personal choice. Punishment is a deterrent to crime. 


Internal forces. Crime is a function of chemical, 
neurological, genetic, personality, intelligence, or mental 
traits. 


Ecological forces. Crime rates are a function of 
neighborhood conditions, cultural forces, and norm 
conflict. 


Socialization forces. Crime is a function of upbringing, 
learning, and control. Peers, parents, and teachers 
influence behavior. 


Economic and political forces. Crime is a function of 
competition for limited resources and power. Class 
conflict produces crime. 


Multiple forces. Biological, social-psychological, 
economic, and political forces may combine to produce 
crime. 


